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Lord Biſhop of LAN DAT. 


Mr Lo RD, 


Tus favourable 2 which 
your Lordſhip is naturally diſ- 
poſed to entertain for all ſuch 
attempts, as have any tendency 
to promote the intereſt of Reli- 
gion, inclines me to believe that 
the following Tract will not be 
altogether unacceptable to Vou. 
The profeſſed deſign of it is to 
43 aſſiſt 


#4 i) 
3 f aſſiſt thoſe, who are deſtined for 
the Church, in the acquiſition of 


the neceſſary accompliſhments: 
and I hope it will be found of 
ſome ſervice in that reſpect. In 
another reſpect I with it to be 
conſidered, as a ſmall token of the 
Gratitude and Reverence, with 
which I am, 


My LORD, 
Your Loxpsniy's 
moſt obedient 


Servant and Chaplain, 


a Ian 
5 K RY 


HENRY OWEN. 


PREFACE. 


TBESE Directions, extracted chiefly 
from the writings of our beſt Divines, 
are more particularly intended for the 
uſe of thoſe, who have not the advan- 
tage of Univerſity education; but are 
left to themſelves, to form their mo- 
rals, and conduct their ſtudies, juſt as 
they may.— And to ſuch, it is hoped, 
they will be of ſo much ſervice, pro- 
vided they are ſtrictly followed, as to 
make them, when they come for Ox- 
DERS, Candidates that need not be 
* aſhamed,” 


A 4. Ir 


(vile ) 


Ir may be thought, perhaps, that 
-Fhave paid too little attention to their 
circumſtances in the number of books 
recommended to their peruſal. But 
ſome of theſe books they can certainly 
buy: and the ref, I preſume, they 
will be able to borrow : For I have 
that opinion of our Clergy in general 
Hand eſpecially of the moſt able of 
them, that they will not only be 
ready to lend a Student any books he 
| may have occaſion for; but alſo to 
| give him proper inſtructions, how to 
ſtudy them to the beſt advantage. 


* 


As for thoſe, who have the happi- 
neſs of being educated in one of our 
- Univerſfities, I leave them to be direct- 
ed in the order of their ſtudies by their 


reſpective Tutors; who may, proba- 
bly, 


En) 


bly, give them better rules, and point 


out to them better books, than I have 
done. Far be it from me to preſcribe 
to ſuch, and to interfere improperly 
in their education. Let me however 
be allowed to requeſt, for the ſake of 
Chriſt, and his Church, — that both 
Pupils and Tutors would ſeriouſly con- 
ſider, what the great end of education 
is. Principles of religion and virtue 
are of more importance to all perſons, 
than any thing elſe can be. And the 


main point in the inſtruction of per- 


ſons for holy Orders, is to qualify them 
for teachers of religion and virtue. If 
they are likely to ſtay long in College, 
claſſics, latin compoſitions, mathema- 
tics, natural philoſophy, &c. will both 
be ornamental and uſeful : yet only 
in a lower degree, even to them. And 

4 were 
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were they to be taught theſe things 


chiefly, with but little of ſcriptural 


and theological learning, they would 
be very unfit for their future profeſ- 
ſion. But thoſe, whoſe reſidence is 
likely to be ſhort, and that perhaps 
interrupted by conſiderable abſences, 
ought to be employed almoſt entirely 
in the acquiſition of that knowledge 
which is moſt neceſſary—and.if a more 
confined courſe of ſtudy were contriv- 
ed on purpoſe for them, it might per- 
haps be the more profitable to them. 
In ſome places, Tutors may be appro- 
priated to them only: and in others, 
one who has Pupils of various ſorts, 
may, without much trouble extraor- 
dinary, greatly benefit a few of the 
loweſt, though he were not to do a 


vaſt deal more than appoint them to 
read 


xi) 


read, and try by occaſional examina- 
tions whether they have attentively 
read, the needful authors. But this, 
after all, muſt be left to his own diſ- 
cretion; and, provided he attends to 
the main point, it matters little in 
what manner he proceeds. But if the 
Tutor is negligent and regardleſs of 
his duty, then the Pupil muſt think 
himſelf more concerned to apply elſe- 
where for directions, and to make the 
beſt improvement by them that he 
poſſibly can. 
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DIRECTIONS 
FOR 


YOUNG STUDENTS, &e. 


+Wwewwt E that is deſirous of the Cleri- 
D. 44 I <« rical Office, is deſirous of an 
N high and honourable Employ- 
ment.“ This is apparent 
both from the nature of the Office itſelf; 
and from the great value that is ſet upon it 


in 


a 1 Tim. iii. 1. 


F<] 


in Scripture. For the Scripture dignifies 
it with eminent titles and high encomiums: 
and the nature of it plainly ſhews, that it 
is as far ſuperior to all other Profeſſions, 
as the ſoul is ſuperior to the body. For 
other Profeſſions relate only to the concerns 
of the body for the ſhort term of its mortal 
ſtate; whereas this is employed in promot- 
ing the welfare and happineſs of the ſou] 
through the endleſs ages of eternity, 


AnD yet, with regard to theſe inferior 
Profeſſions, it is well known and univer- 
ſally acknowledged, that they can never 
be carried on with. any tolerable fucceſs, 
unleſs the perſons engaged in them are duly 
qualified by previous inſtruction to exerciſe 
and diſcharge them properly. And accord- 
ingly, they, who make pretenſions to them, 
are indiſpenſably obliged to be at much 
pains to learn them, before they preſume 
do act therein, and enter on the practice of 
them. 


Bur if a long courſe of ſtudy and appli- 
cation be ſo neceſſary to thoſe Profeſſions 
which relate only to men's fortunes or their 
+ perſons ; nay, if every mechanical Art or 
| manual 


(.- 08-7] 
manual Occupation requires the inſtruction 
of ſeveral years, before one comes to be per- 
fect maſter of it; ſhall the nobleſt and moſt 
important Profeſſion,— that which relates 
to men's ſouls, and their eternal ſtate, — 
that which Gop has honoured ſo highly, and 
which is employed in the ſublimeſt exer- 
ciſes ; — ſhall this Profeſſion, I ſay, be 
eſteemed at ſo low a rate, that a much leſs 
degree of time and ſtudy ſhould be judged 
ſufficient to prepare us for it, than is com- 
monly required to the meaneſt Trade that 
a man can exerciſe? Surely it is impoſſible. 
For the ſlighteſt reflection will ſerve to con- 
vince us, that ſo eminent an Employ natu- 
rally calls for eminent endowments; and 
juſtly demands a proportioned meaſure of 
worth and abilities in thoſe who are admit- 
ted into the adminiſtration of it. And 
this conviction, once wrought, will pow- 
erfully incite thoſe, whom it particularly 
concerns, to prepare themſelves with all 
dil:gence for ſo weighty a vocation. The 
more highly they think of the Office, the 
more care they willemploy in forming them- 
felves to it. And when they duly conſider 
its real importance, they will fee and feel 
| how 


e 
how imperfectly the beſt-prepared are aſs 
lified to do it juſtice. 


Dux qualifications being therefore neceſ- 
ſary, let us now inquire what thoſe quali- 
fications are, which every perſon ſhould be 
poſſeſſed of, who is fit to be a Candidate for 


HOLY ORDERS. 


'THEsE qualifications are of two ſorts 
the one relates to thoſe Mor AL DISpOSTTIONS, 
which are neceſſary to engage him in a re- 
gular courſe of piety and virtue: the other 
to thoſe LITER AR Y ACCOMPLISHMENTS, ; 
which are neceſſary to enable him to diſ- 
charge his office with effect and propriety. . 


Bot theſe are neceſſary ; and eſpecially - 
the firſt. For good principles, and virtu- 
ous diſpoſitions, are ſo eſſential to this Pro- 
. feſſion, that all its offices, and all its duties 
manifeſtly imply and preſuppoſe them. In 
other Profeſſions, the caſe is different. A 
perſon may be a good lawyer or a good phy- 
ſician, though his morals are bad: for the 
proper exerciſe of their employment de- 
pends chiefly on the underſtanding. But a 
good pariſh-miniſter muſt be a good man: 
for 


- 


by the Spirit of holineſs. 


from the time he forms that intention, to 
and practiſe a becoming decency of beha- 


ſuitable ſports, gayeties and levities; and 
ſtrictly confine himſelf to a modeſt plain- 


of converſation. And this it concerns him 


"i the more to obferve, becauſe, otherwiſe: be 
may contract ſuch wrong habits in his 
younger years, as will make laſting 


the good effects of his future miniſtry. 


(6) 
for the work of his Profeſſion, is the work 
of a heart devoted to God, and influcaoed 


| H E therefore, Who * n 
himſelf to the ſervice of the Church, ought, 


watch over his conduct with peculiar care, 


viour. He ſhould cautiouſly avoid all un- 


neſs of dreſs, as well as a diſcreet ſobriety 


ill- 
impreſſions on himſelf, and ſink his cha- 
racter in the opinion of others; both. which 
muſt needs obſtruct, in the courſe of things, 


Bur, to bring his actions to a due de- 
of outward regularity, he muſt be 
careful to adjuſt their internal ſprings; 
<« to keep his heart, from whence proceed 
the iſſues of life, with all diligence *;* 
and 


d Prov. iv. 23. 


( 88. 1) 


and to manage his affections in ſuch a man- 1 
ner as to engage them on the ſide of virtue. 1 . 
For, until his heart'is fixed aright, and * 
his affections cloſe in with his duty, his £ 


conduct will be neceſſarily wavering and 
irregular; and his goodneſs, like the morn- 


C 
ing cloud, liable to be diſperſed by every | | 
a_ of paſſion. | 


_ HO. oo * 


115 order therefore to purify his . 
band improve his mind to a right temper, 
- he ſhould make it his buſineſs, among 
other things, to meditate frequently, and 
with great ſeriouſneſs, on the truth and 

excellence of the Chriſtian Religion; on 
the honour that is due to the divine Ma- 
| -Jeſty; on the value and dignity of our im- 
mortal Souls; and on the vaſt importance 
of the paſtoral Office. Such meditations 
will kindle in his breaſt an ardent affection 
for heavenly things ; and impreſs on his 
ſoul a juſt ſenſe of that great truſt, which 
is committed to thoſe who are fet apart for 
this ſacred function. 
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AnD that he may be the more at liberty, 
as well as better diſpoſed, to attend to this 


. truſt, he ſhould endeavour betimes to cor- 
rect 


, 
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rect and ſubdue thoſe appetites and paſſions, 
that would draw him to the purſuit of ſen- 
id ſual enjoyments; or tie him down too 
cloſely to the world, and render him covet- 
q ous of its riches or honours. ' He ſhould 
conſider, that, when he becomes a Clergy- 
man, he profeſſedly renounces all ſecular 
buſineſs and worldly concerns; and, having 
taken the Lord for his portion and inhe- 
ritance, ſhould be no longer ſolicitous 
about the things of this life ; but, confid- 
ing in the providence of Gop for his ſup- 
port, ſhould give himſelf wholly to the 
duties of his function: ſure, if he does ſo, 
to find the comfort of it even in this 
world; which he may look upon as the 
pledge of that eternal recompence that 
awaits his fidelity in the other. 


Ir he ſtill retains any low deſires, con- 
trary to that exalred ſpirit, that ſhould 
actuate a good miniſter, let him conſci- 
entiouſly appropriate certain days to a 
ſtricter courſe of Fas TIN OG and PRAYER, 
adding to the general form of his devo- 
tion a particular and earneſt fupplication 
for the increaſe of thoſe chriſtian graces, 

in 


ts 
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in which he finds himſelf to be moſt de- 
fective. 


Arx theſe times of devout retirement, he 
would do well to reflect, that the Religion, 
which he is to teach, calls all its profeſſors 
to great piety and virtue, —to:probity and 
innocence. of manners, — to meekneſs and 


_gentleneſs, to humility and ſelf-denial.— 


.to a juſt contempt of the world, and a pro- 


per concern for heavenly things, — to a firm 
reliance on the goodneſs of Gop, and chear- 


ful ſubmiſſion to his wiſe diſpoſals; in hopes 
of . attaining that glorious reward, which 
is promiſed to the righteous in another 
Nate, 


THESE then, being the-virtues and graces, 
which a preacher of the Goſpel is to incul- 
cate continually on the minds of his hearers; 
how requiſite is it, that he ſhould be firſt 


himſelf well advanced and confirmed in 


them? and be able to ſhew, out of a good 
converſation, that the love of God is rooted 
in his heart? For with what face can he 
;preſume- to inſtruct his people, and exhort 
them to the practice of thele virtues, - unleſs 


he. 


de- 


/ 


(ms! 
he is himſelf in a tolerable degree actually 
poſſeſſed of them? 


Ixp Ep, for a man to be tied down to 
ſuch an employment, when he has not an 
inward conformity to it, is no leſs uncom- 
fortable, than it is unbecoming. He is 
often obliged to perform offices, and to 
pronounce diſcourſes, which muſt be not 
only unpleaſant, but even irkſome and 
grievous to him. The very prayers he 
reads reproach him to his face: and in 
every exhortation delivered to others, he 
paſſes ſentence upon himſelf. Whenever 
he is engaged in. theſe acts (and he cannot 
de long together diſengaged from chem) he 
muſt often feel ſecret challenges and com- 
punctions within: And though he ſtrives 
as often to ſilence and ſuppreſs them, yet 
they will revive, haraſs his mind, and keep 
him. in perpetual uneaſineſs. He may in- 
deed, by a lifeleſs formality, and a careleſs 
method of performing theſe duties, become 
in time ſo callous and inſenſible, as not 
to- be affected by them. But this, if it 
ſettles the peace of his mind by ſtupifying 
his powers, will put him alſo, dreadful 
thought | ſo far out of the reach of con- 

viction, 


( 22 ) 
viction, that it will be ſcarce poſſible he 
ſhould ever be awakened, In this hardened 
ſtate, his ſins will daily increaſe upon him, 
—fraught with the higheft aggravations; 
as being committed againſt knowledge, 
and againſt vows ; and in direct oppoſition 
to the whole tenour of his profeflion. They 
will carry in them a deliberate contempt of 
all the truths and obligations of religion ; 
and conſequently ſubject him to that ſevere 
puniſhment, which 1s due to one, who, in 
the moſt daring manner, has trodden 


e under foot the Son of Gop; and counted 


the blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
as ſanctified, an unholy thing; and 
done deſpite unto the Spirit of grace.“ 


Nav, he will not only be anſwerable 


for his own ſins, manifold and heinous as 
they are ; but alſo for the ſins of all thoſe 
who periſh by his negligence or ill-example. 
And, good Gop | what a croud of miſe- 
ries, what an abyſs of deſpair, muſt ſur- 
round and overwhelm ſuch a perſon at the 
hour of death ?—when, beſides the clam- 
ours of his own conſcience for his private 
tranſgreſſions, all the ſouls whom he has 

neglected, 
4 Heb. x, 29. 


623295 5 
neglected, or perhaps ſupplied with an oc- 
caſion of ſinning, join in crying out for 
vengeance againſt him. And what reſti- 
tution, what reparation, will he be able to 
make ? what anſwer can he return to his 
Lord, who will require theſe ſouls at his 
hands; and fatally convince him, that the 
ſcandal he has given, contributed to de- 
ſtroy and ruin thoſe, whom it was his duty 
to have ſaved ; that his negligence and ir- 
regularities have rendered void the merit 
of the croſs, — the force and efficacy of a 
Redeemer ? 


Tris is a ſubject of ſerious reflection to 
every one that deſigns to enter into Orders : 
and if he reflects upon it with the attention 
he ought, he willandoubtedly reſolve not 
to accompliſh ſuch a deſign, till he feels 
within himſelf thoſe good inclinations, 
which may afford him a reaſonable and 
well-grounded hope, that, by the concur. 
ring aſſiſtance of divine grace, he ſhall 
faithfully perform the duties of his func- 
tion, and be an example of virtue to all 
around him, 


Oun 


({ 265)! 


Ove Religion, it ſhould be remembered, 
was originally propagated. and eſtabliſhed 
in the world by the zeal, vigilance, and 
piety of its rt Teachers; and the practice 
of it at this time can be no otherwiſe en- 
forced and maintained, than by the ſtrenu- 
ous exertion of the ſame good qualities in 
its preſent Miniſters. 


Hx therefore that intends to make one 
of the number, and is on the point of be- 
ing admitted into the paſtoral Office, ſhould” 
examine himſelf with great ſtrictneſs, and 
carefully conſult his on diſpoſitions — 
whether he has that warm zeal for the 
glory of Gop, and the honour of his Re- 
ligion; that tender concern for the welfare 
of mens ſouls; that earneſt deſire of pro- 
moting the cauſe and intereſt of virtue, 
that were ſo remarkable in his primitive 
predeceſſors: — whether he has that ſoft 
and gentle, that meek and humble, that 
charitable and benevolent temper, which 
the Goſpel is adapted to inſpire; which 
ſhone ſo bright through the whole life of 
the bleſſed Author of it; which he has ſo 

ſingularly 


1 1 | 
| ſingularly recommended to the miniſters of 
his word; and which ſerve likewiſe to re. 
commend them, and the doctrines they 


preach, with peculiar advantage, to the 
acceptance of the world, 


9-3 9... ew 


Ir he is thus diſpoſed, he may take com- 
fort to himſelf, as being likely to prove 
an uſeful labourer in the vineyard of Chriſt. 
For men of ſuch diſpoſitions will, with a 
moderate ſhare of learning, do great ſervice 
in the places where they are fixed. Their 
good qualities will derive reſpect on them- 
ſelves; and their good examples will ſpread 
their influence among the people. Every 
thing they ſay or do will carry its weight 
along with it. The plaineſt Diſcourſes 
they make will have ſomething affecting in 
them; and, coming from thoſe, who them- 
ſelves do what they teach, will prevail on 
others to © go and do likewiſe *,” 


WHEREAS, on the contrary, a perſon 
of the moſt eminent learning, but unhap- 
pily devoid of theſe pious diſpoſitions, is 
likely to do more harm than good. For 
unſanctified knowledge is very apt to puff 
up the mind, and render its poſſeſſor vain 
B and 


* Luke x. 37. 
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16 
and inſolent. And where a miniſter is 
proud and haughty; rigid, impatient, or 
peeviſh in his deportment, he makes his 
life, for the moſt part, uncomfortable to 
himſelf ; and his labours, how valuable ſo- 
ever in other reſpects, unacceptable and 


uſeleſs to his people. 


THrzRe is a certain propriety of conduct, 
founded on chriſtian prudence, which every 
Clergyman ſhould be careful to obſerve, 
who would uphold and maintain his uſe- 
fulneſs and authority. And he that is de- 
reorinined to ſhew in his behaviour a due 
regard to this rule, muſt arm himſelf with 
patience and fortitude, Senſible of the 
hardſhips and trials that await him, he 
muſt be prepared to bear with the infirmi- 

* rhe weak, and to endure the calum- 
orics of the wicked. He muſt 

own to ſuch a truly meek 

vr, that “ when he is re- 

„led he may not be prompted to revile 
Furs, may not threaten 


[ 0 1 


„ rovonce:,, but with reſigned confidence 
'% 11011 KF ova that judgeth 


IBIS 


( #F7 ) 


Tris is not only the moſt effectual me- 
thod to overcome the prejudices of the ir- 
religious, and the ill-will of his perſonal 
enemies ; but alſo to conciliate their affec- 
tions, and to gain them at laſt into the 


number of h's friends. For though they 


may deſpiſe him for a time, as a man of 
mean and abject ſpirit; yet when they ſee 
that his behaviour flows from a principle 
of benevolence, and is conducted through- 
out by a goodneſs of heart, they will be 
induced ſo far to alter their opinion, as to 
« think him worthy of double honour .“ 


A PrRsox of this diſpoſition will affe 
no ſingularities. His conduct will be open, 
humble, and benevolent. He will never 
attempt to leſſen the value that is duc to 
others, with a deſign to increaſe his own. 
The modeſt opinion he has of himſelf, will 
neither ſuffer him to puſb for preferment, 
nor to envy thoſe who are preferred. He 
will be content to wait, till Gop, in his 
providence, thinks fit to raiſe him; and 
when he is raiſed, will be more ſolicitous 
about the duties of his cure, than the pro- 
fits of the living. In ſhort, he will be 
eaſy and happy in whatever ſtation he is 

B 2 placed. 


f i Tim. v. 17. 
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placed in the church; and, by the faithful 
diſcharge of the duties of that ſtation, will 
render the church happy in him. 


Sven is the frame and temper of mind 
to which every one ſhould form himſelf, 
before he enters on the Paſtoral Office, 
And though I will not affirm, that no man 
is fit to be admitted into Orders, who does 
not poſſeſs this chriſtian temper in that de- 
gree of perfection I have deſcribed; yet 
this I may confidently affirm, that he, who 
has not the ſeeds of it implanted in him 
who has not theſe principles fixed in his 
heart, and reſolutions formed to purſue and 
improve them — is in no wiſe qualified for 
fo ſacred a function: for he can in no wiſe 
anſwer, with truth and a ſafe conſcience, 
that © he truſts he is inwardly moved by 
« the Holy Ghoſt to undertake that Office:“ 
Words which evidently imply, that he 
humbly believes himſelf to be poſſeſſed in 
a competent degree of thoſe requiſite pious 
diſpoſitions, which can proceed only from 
the divine Spirit, 


THest diſpoſitions then he muſt by all 
means labour to attain, And in order to 


attain them, he muſt diligently examine 
his 
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Ris natural temper, and his courſe of beha- 
viour in all reſpects. He muſt obſerve 
how far, and in what inſtances, they de- 
viate from the right; and then apply all 
his endeavours to correct and reform them. 
He may find ſome uſeful directions to this 
purpoſe in Mæsox's Treatiſe on Self-know. 
age. The works of the Heathen moraliſts, 
if read withr care and judgment, may con- 
tribute greatly to the ſame end. 


Turrv's Offices will furniſh him with 
great plenty of excellent rules for the con- 
duct of life; and his Philoſophical Diſcourſes 
cannot fail of giving the mind a noble 
turn, and inſpiring it with a reliſh for 
ſublime ſpeculations. 


PruTarcHn's and Sentca's Morals are 
alſo good and uſeful in their kind; though 
the works of EpicTzTus and Marcus 
ANnTONINUS are more inſtructive - provided 
the reader ſtands upon his guard, and warily 
rejects the impious abſurdities of Stoiciſm. 


Some of the books taught at ſchools may 
now be read again with profit. For the 
Satires of Horace, JuvEnaL and PERSTs, 
contain, amidſt a number of dangerous 

B 3 faults, 
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faults, ſeveral paſſages worthy of admira- 


tion—excellently calculated to excite in the 
mind a diſguſt and abhorrence of ſome 


current vices, and a thorough contempt of 


the preſent faſhionable modes of living. 


Bur of all the productions of heathen an- 
tiquity, XENOPHON's Memoirs of SOCRATES 


© deſerve to be read the ofteneſt. This Book 


contains a noble ſyſtem *® of morality, ex. 
emplified in the life of the greateſt Phi- 
Joſopher, that ever appeared in the Gentile 
world. 


Bur all the Philoſophers had their de- 
fects: and therefore, together with the 
ſtudy of theſe authors, carried on in ſuch 
a manner as to imbibe the ſpirit of what 
is good in them, our intended Divine muſt 
apply himſelf, with ſtill greater diligence, 
to the works of Chriſtian writers, 


Or theſe there is a large choice: but it 
may be ſufficient to mention the few follow- 
ing, 


This diſcovery of its being a Syſtem, I owe to my 
friend Dr Epwaxps, Fellow of Jeſus College, Ox- 
ford—from whom I received it ſeveral years ago ; 
and to whom I ought to have made my acknowtedg- 
ment in the former impreſſion of this Treatiſe, 


ir 
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ing, which may be purchaſed at an eaſy 


rate. 
More's or WaitBy's Ethicks. 


PurrenDoRe de Off. Hom. et Civis. Ed, 
Jonxso. 


The Great Importance of a Religious Life. 


NzLso0N's Practice of True Devotion, and 
Eis Companion for the Feſtivals, &c. 


Scoucal's Life of God in the Soul of Man. 
The Whole Duty of Man. 

TayLoR's Holy Living and Dying. 
ScoTT's Chriſtian Life. And, 

Law's Serious Call to a devout and holy Life. 


Bor of all books, the nory ScrRIPTURES 
are the moſt . profitable both for correction 
e and inſtruction in righteouſneſs *: *? and 
therefore he ſhould read them carefully, 
get as much as he can of thoſe portions that 
relate to morals by heart, and repeat them 
often to himſelf : particularly ſome of the 
moſt inſtructive: and pathetic Palms; our 
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Saviour's Sermon on the Mount; and the 
moſt comprehenſive paſſages in the Epiſtles, 
By reflecting and meditating on theſe por- 
tions of holy writ, he will not only ſtore his 
memory with noble truths, but ſettle in his 
heart right practical apprehenſions. 


Tux book of Proverbs, the Wiſdom of 
SOLOMON, and of the Son of SIRACH, will. 
ſupply him with abundance of uſeful max- 
ims for the regulation of life: and Ecclgſiaſtes 
will help him to form a juſt and true eſti- 
mate of the world; and to diſtinguiſh the 
objects that are of real worth from thoſe 
that ſhine with a falſe luſtre, 


Ix this way he will be ſure to reap many 
and great advantages : and among the reſt, 
the ſpecial advantage of knowing himſelf. 
For by the frequent peruſal of the books 
here mentioned; by the reliſh, he hath of 
them ; by the delight they afford, and the 
effects they produce; he will plainly per- 
ceive the diſpoſition of his foul—whether 
he is yet fitted for fo ſacred a function; and 
touched with ſuch a ſenſe of religion, as to 
be capable of dedicating himſelf to it : 
Which is the fr branch of the preparation 
neceſſary before Orders. | 

Tux 


F 
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Tux other branch of it relates to the 
Knowledge and Theological learning, that : 
are neceſſary to qualify him for the due diſ- 
charge of the ſeveral parts of his Office, 


AnD here, as it will become one great 
part of his Office to inſtruct the people com- 
mitted to his charge; ſo it were ardently to 
be wiſhed, that he might firſt be completely 
inſtructed himſelf ; furniſhed. with ſuch a 
plentiful meaſure of divine knowledge, as to 
be able, by ſound doctrine, both to exhort 
his hearers, and to confute gainſayers . 


HowevER,, as it is not to be expected, 
that ALL ſhould be endowed with ſuch a. 
ſhare of learning; and experience aſſures us, 
that a man of piety may, with much lower 
abilities, do great ſervice in the church of 
God; therefore, though we earneſtly re- 
commend to every one the attainment of as 
much uſeful knowledge of this kind as can 
be had, yet we ſhall ſpecify no other de- 
grees of it, than are indiſpenſably requiſite: 
in every. miniſter to promote the welfare and 
improvement of his flock, as well as to ſe- 
gure his own reputation, 
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To this purpoſe then he muſt gain, in 
the firſt place, a competent knowledge cf 
the Holy Scriptures, with which it is to be 
ſuppoſed he has already ſome acquaintance, 

But before he goes on to improve it by a 
more particular application, it would be 
adviſable for him to ſettle in his mind a 
diſtinct idea, eſpecially of the hiſtorical 
parts, by the uſe of ſome ſuch book as Dr 
WarrTs's Short View of the Whole Scripture 
Hiſtory : and then, to prepare himſelf fur- 
ther for this important undertaking, let 
him carefully peruſe Mr LowTH's Dire1ons 
for the profitable Reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, Afterwards, he may begin to read 
the Old Teſtament with a view of being 
able not only to diſcover the ſpecial pro- 
priety of the various Diſpenſations therein 
recorded, as they regard the d'fferent ages 
of the world; but alſo to perceive their 
general ſubſerviency towards the introduc- 
tion of that grand ſcheme of ſalvation, 
which was to be accompliſhed by Jesvs 

CHRIST R. And that he may the more eaſily 
trace the riſe, progreſs, and tendeney of theſe 
wonderful Diſpenſations, let him read the 
books, and particularly the Prophets, not in 

the 

* On this Subject let him conſult Dr Wart 38's 
Harmony of all the Religions which God ever pr:/cribed, 


1 

the order in which they ſtand at preſent in 
our Bibles, but in the order of time in which 
t ey were originally written, SHUCKFORD'S 
and PkIDeEAaux's Connettions, &c. will point 
out that order to him; and lead him at the 
ſame time to a ſufhcient knowledge of the 
ſeveral ſubjets,—or BzprorD's Chronology 
may perhaps do as well. 


Ir he cannot procure theſe bool:s, let 
him attend to the chronological Dates in- 
ſerted in the margin of our conimon Bibles, 
which will ſerve in ſome meaſure to ſupply 
their place. | 


Tur beſt general Commentators on the 
Old Teſtament are Gzor1us, Lt CLERCe, 
PaTrtck and LowTn. To thcle Com- 
mentaries may be added WELILS's Geozraphy 
of the Old Teftament, as a book very neceſſary 
to the right underſtanding of the hiſtorical 
parts.. 


Wirz regard to the New Teſtament it be- 
hoves him to ſtudy it with ſtill greater di- 
Iigence. This is the text of our religion; 
that which we preach and explain to others; 
and therefore it ſhould be well under toad 
by ourſelves. Now the way for him to 


underſtand it well, is to read it often in the 
original 
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original Greet; attending chiefly, for the 


firſt and ſecond time, to the Grammatical 
᷑onſtruction of the language; and conſult- 
ing, where he meets with a difficult word, 

either LeusDEn's Compendium, or PasoR's 
Lexicon. When he 1s perfect in the lan- 
guage, let him read the Gosp Is carefully 
over in the order in which they ſtand, hav- 
ing recourſe for the ſituation of the places 
mentioned to WELLS's Geography of the New 
Teſtament. If he reads with attention, he 
will eaſily perceive, that in each Goſpel 
tvanſactions are connected, which happened 
in diſtant places; and conſequently con- 
clude, that ſeveral things muſt have inter- 
vened which are not there recorded. Now, 
what one Evangeliſt omitted, another has 
often fupplied: and therefore, if he reads 
the GosPELs over again according to the 
natural order of time, he will not only find 
thoſe vacant interſtices completely filled up; 
but alſo the facts, that are repeatedly men- 
tioned, placed in a fuller and clearer light. 
MacxnicaT's Harmony is an excellent guide 
in this reſpect. 


Hence let him proceed to the Acrs or 
THE APOSTLES ; which he ſhould carefully 
read, and attend to, not only as an impor- 
tant hiſtory, but as the grand Key to & Paul's 


* 
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Epiſtles. Lord BazzixoTon's Nc 


Sacra, Edit. 2*, and Dr Bewson's Hiſtory of + 
the Plantation of Chriſtianity, will help him 


much in this part of his ſtudy. To whiclf 
E would add Mr Brscox's Boyle's Lactures. 


IF he comes to the EpisrIES with this 
key, and reads them 1n the order in which 
they were written ; he will find them, upon 
the whole, much eaſier to be underſtood, + 
than they are generally repreſented, Diffi- 
culties indeed he will ſtill meet with in 
them: but when any difficult paſſage oc- 
curs, let fome book of Annotations or Para- 
phraſe be occaſionally conſulted upon it. 
Among the Commentators, GRorius, HAu- 
MoND, and WuriTsy, are the moſt eſteemed : 
And among the Parapbraſts, CLARKE and 
PyLE; though perhaps DoppRIDOE“s Family 
Expoſitor is better calculated for the im- 
provement of a young Divine, not only as 
he tranſlates the text more accurately, and 
explains 1t in his paraphraſe more fully and 
juſtly, but alſo as he exhibits the practical 
Inferences which naturally reſult from it. 


THERE is a ſmall Treatiſe, entitled, A 
Key fo the New TESTAMENT, which I 


would earneſtly recommend to all thoſe, 
who 
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who are entering on the ſtudy of this ſacred 
volume. For as it exhibits the Contents, 
ſhews the Deen, and fixes the Dates of 
the ſeveral Books, it muſt be of courſe a 

kind of Commentary ; and may frequently 
ſuperſede the want of any other, 


And indeed, when theſe Points, viz. the 
Deſign, Dates, &c. of the ſeveral Books 
of the New Teſtament are known; I would 
by no means adviſe the Student, though 
Commentaries are at hand, to run haſtily 
to them, till he has firſt tried what may be 
done by comparing one text with another, 
For as Scripture is the beſt interpreter of 
Scripture ; ſo the frequent reading of it, 
till its ſtyle and ſpirit become familiar to 
him, and the comparing particular paſſages 
with others of the like nature and tendency, 
will appear, upon trial, to be the beſt me- 
thod that he can poſſibly take to come at 
the knowledge of it. And if he has pati- 
ence and reſolution enough to proceed and 
perſevere in this way, though he may go 
on but flowly, yet he will go on ſurely, 
and find himſelf in the end a far greater 
proficient, than thoſe, who, neglecting this 
method, ſhall betake themſelves wholly to 


gãaſſiſtances of other kinds. 
Tais 
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Tuis I mention for. the benefit and en- 
couragement of Students in general ; but 
would apply it particularly to the caſe of 
thoſe, who by the narrowneſs of their cir- 
cumſtances are deprived of the advantage 
of an Univerſity-education : many of whom, 
when they come for Orders, are found upon 
examination to be ſtrangely deficient in ſa- 
cred knowledge: which defect they com- 
monly attribute to their want of Expoſitors. 
Now, though Books of Expaſttion may be 
very uſeful, and even neceſſary om ſome 
particular occaſions; yet this 1s certain, 
that no perſon, who is poſſeſsed of a Bible 
with good marginal References, and has not 
at leaſt a competent knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures, can fairly charge his want of 
knowledge on the want of books: on the 
contrary, it can be the want of nothing but 
induſtry and application in the uſe of thoſe 
means, which he has in his hands. 


Wan our Student has acquired a ge- 
neral notion of the Chriſtian religion, and 
eſpecially of the nature and terms of our 
redemption, which he will find explained 
in WELLs's Treatiſe of Divine Laws and 
Covenants; he muſt then take a more par- 
ticular view of its various parts; and dilt- 2 


= 
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= gently ſtudy thoſe ſeveral articles of it, 
which relate both to Faith and Practice. 
Theſe have been already collected together, 
diſpoſed under proper heads, and: delivered 
in the words of Scripture, by Biſhop Gas- 
TRELL,. in his Chriſtian Inſtitutes; and are 
fully explained and enforced: by thoſe who 
have written either on the whole, or any 
part of our Church Catechiſm ;—ſuch as 


Biſhop Pez arsoN on tbe Creed. 


Archbiſhop WARE on the Church Ca- 
techiſm, And, 


 Archbrſhop Secxxr's Catechetical Lec- 
tures; which contain a Body of 
Divinity, and. may ſtand in the 
place of all others. 


Wren he is advanced thus far, it will 
be time for him to conſider the doctrine of 
the church, delivered in the Homilies and 
Thirty-nine Articles. Theſe Articles of 
religion, as he will afterwards be required 
to ſubſcribe them, ſhould be carefully ſtu. 
died, and well weighed. Biſhop BuxxeT's 
Expoſition will afford him herein great aſſiſt- 
ance; and, at the ſame time that it explains 
to him the points more immediately under 

conſide- 
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conſideration, may throw light on fome © 
others, which he did not ſo well underſtand 
before.. 


WeLcnman's is likewiſe an uſeful book 
on the ſame ſubject. He confirms every 
point of doctrine by appoſite texts of Scrip- 
ture, and ſhort extracts from the primitive 
Fathers ; referring the reader all along to. 
ſome of the moſt approved modern writers, 
for fuller explanation. 


Tusk. books, well read and digeſted, 
wilt give a man an entire view of the whole 
body of divinity ; and ſufficiently qualify. 
him to inſtruct the people, committed to 
his care, in all the great Tus of Chrife 
tianity.. 


BuT it will be alſo his duty to guard 
them from Errors. And therefore, ſince 
the captious ſpirit of Scepticiſm and Infidelity 
{preads and prevails ſo much among us, the 
proofs of our Faith, and the ſolutions of 
the principal objections againſt it, muſt be 
well fixed in his mind, and ready for uſe: 
when occaſion requires. Biſhop WiLkins's 
book on Natural Religion will lead him in 

the 
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the firſt ſteps; WoLLasToN's will carry him 
farther; and Dr CLARK E's on the Being and 
Attributes of Gop, Sc. will furniſh him with 
anſwers to. the chief objections that have 
been made to Religion, natural and revealed. 
GroTivs on the Truth of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, with Le CLerc's Notes, he ſhould alſo 
read, and in a manner get by heart: and 
then he will be able to underſtand with eaſe, 
what is farther advanced in Dr JzxnxiN's 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, to the ſame 
purpoſe, 


Taz whole controverſy with Atheiſts and 
Deiſts is clearly opened, with a vaſt variety 
of learning and reaſoning, by Biſhop ST1L- 
LINGFLEET in his Origines Sacre; and has 
ſince been carried on with equal advantage 
by the learned Preachers of BoyLe's Lec- 
tures. If theſe books, which are volumin- 
ous, cannot be had, LELANP's View of the 


Deiſtical Writers may in ſome meaſure ſup- 


ply their place. Biſhop GIBSOx's Paſtoral 
Letters contain a clear and excellent ſum- 
mary of the arguments in defence of the 
Goſpel-revelation, as well as a powerful 
preſervative againſt the writings, that fa- 
vour the cauſe of Infidelity. 


THE 
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Tus attempts and encroachments of Po- 
piſh emiſſaries may make it neceſſary that 
our intended Divine ſhould be tolerably 
acquainted with the principles of the Re- 
formation, and the controverſies we have 
ſince maintained with the church of Rome. 
Biſhop Bux xEr's Abridgment of his own Hiſ- 
tory of the Reformation, will give him ſuffi- 
cient light into the one; and Dr TRAPP's 
Diſcourſes againſt Popery, into the other. If 
he has leiſure, let him alfo read Cn1LLING- 
WORTH, 


Hookzr's Eccle/iaftical Polity, and the 
London Caſes in three volumes 8yo, or the 
Abridgment of them by Dr BexnxeT, will 
furniſh him with anſwers to the principal 
objections that have been raiſed by Diſſen- 
ters againſt the Ceremonies and Diſcipline 
of our Church. 


At the ſame time that he goes through 
theſe ſtudies, he muſt endeavour to acquire 
a right notion of Preaching : and he will be 
greatly aſſiſted in forming ſuch a notion by 
an attentive .peruſal of the beſt Sermons. 
Archbiſhop T1LLoTsoN's, 
Archbiſhop ShARP's, 


Biſhop ATTERBURY's, and 
_ Biſhop SntrLock's, 
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Are all excellent in different ways; though 
he will find no where, perhaps, a nobler 
ſpecimen of practical preaching, (adapted 
to the circumſtances of the congregation, 
delivered with a becoming freedom, and 
preſſed home on the heart,) than is to be 
met with in the Sermons of the late 
Archbiſhop SzcKER.. There is indeed 
a vaſt variety of other Sermons, which 
may be read over with great advantage. 
And if he would make it. a rule to him- 
ſelf to read every Sunday two Sermons. 
of any good preacher z, turn them over a 
little in his thoughts; and then ſer down 
their principal contents, according to the 
ſpecimen. in Biſhop ATTERBURY's poſt- 
humous Sermons : this would inſenſibly, 
in the-compaſs of three or four years, im- 
prove his knowledge to a high degree; give: 
him a full view of the different methods of 
treating theſe ſubjects, and ſupply him with 
a ſtore of proper ſentiments, by thet time he 
eomes to compoſe, himſelf. 


Bur whatever profit he may reap from 
the peruſal of ſuch Diſcourſes, yet let him 
always bear in mind, that the richeſt trea- 
ſures of practical wiſdom and ſound know- 
ledge lie in the Holy Scriptures : from. 
whence, 
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whence, as a Chriſtian preacher, he is ob- 
liged to draw all the proofs of what he ſays 
upon any ſubject. Theſe alone will furniſh 
him with a noble ſtock of lively thoughts 
and ſublime expreſſions; and therefore 
ſhould make the chiefeſt part of a Clergy- 
man's ſtudy and meditation, 


Now in uſing the materials which he thus 
acquires, he ſhould ſerioufly conſider, what 
inſtructions the people, to whom he miniſ- 
ters, will chiefly want, to correct and to 
improve them; what ſort of expreſſions 
they will beſt underſtand, and be moſt uſes 
fully affected by. Then let him compoſe his 
Diſcourſes accordingly ; and bring them 
home as near as poſſible to their hearts and 
lives. For thoſe Sermons will do them 

which make an impreſſion upon chem: 
and the ſureſt way to impreſs, is to be par- 
ticular.— And there is the more neceſſity for 
this, as people in general are ſtrangely ſlow 
to make the application to themſelves. For 
further inſtructions on this head, I would 
refer our Divine to a book entitled, 

Chriſtian Eloquence in Theory and Practice, 

Archbiſhop of CamsRay's Dialognes on 

Eloquence, and 
Biſhop Buzxer's Paſtoral Care, chap. IX. 
In 
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In the courſe of theſe ſtudies, he ſhould, 
laſtly, be careful to aſſign a proper and 
ſpecial place to the buſineſs of Reading ; 
that when he comes to perform the Offices 
of the Church, he may give them by his 
delivery all that propriety, life, and ſpirit, 
of which they are capable. This article of 
Reading, however neglected, is a matter of 
vaſt importance. For a right manner of 
performing the outward acts of religion, 
has a wonderful influence towards obtain- 
ing the inward effects of it on our hearts 
and conſciences. And therefore, every one, 
who means effectually to benefit the church 
he ſerves, ſhould labour to attain an habi- 
tual faculty of ſetting forth the public ſer- 
vice to all its juſt and due advantage, by 
an audible, diſtinct, and properly varied 
elocution. But to read well and properly; 
to give every word and ſentence its due 
poiſe; to lay the emphaſis on proper places; 
and to adapt the tone to the ſenſe and ex- 
preſſion ; it is abſolutely neceſſary that the 
perſon who officiates ſnould underſtand the 
meaning, and comprehend the force, of all 
that he reads. In order therefore to attain 
this knowledge, he would do well, in the 
beginning of his miniſtry, to read the Leſſons 
in private firſt, calling in the aid of Com- 
mentatcrs, 
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mentators, where he cannot otherwiſe van- | 
quiſh the difficulties. And 1n regard to the 
Liturgy, let him read ComBer's Companion 
to the Temple. This book, or the abridg- 
ment of it publiſhed afterwards in Sherz 
Diſcourſes on the whole Cammon Prayer, I 
could heartily wiſh might be put into the 
hands of every Clergyman, when he is firſt 
admitted into Deacon Orders. For then, 
if he were not ſtrangely wanting to himſelf, 
he would be able, in a ſhort time, to read 
the ſeveral Offices of the Church with a 
right ſpirit, good underſtanding, and lively 
devotion. WHEATLY'S Iluſtration of the 
Common Prayer, though more explanatory 
of the ritual, is yet very ſerviceable to the 
right underſtanding of the devotional parts. 


I nave nothing more to add, but ear- 
neſtly to requeſt the young Student, that he 
would frequently read the Office of Ordination 
before he comes to be ordained : And not 
only read it, but ſeriouſly conſider it; 
form reſolutions ſuitable to what he finds 
required in it; and ſtrengthen thoſe reſolu- 
tions by the fervent exerciſe of well-adapted 


devotions. This will beget in him ſuch a 
| ſerious 
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Peridus turn and preparation of mind, as 
will make his Orders a bleſſing to himſelf, 
as well as himſelf a bleſſing to the Church. 
And whenever he finds, in the courſe of his 
miniſtry, that his zeal and vigour begin to 
| abate, and give way to oppoling tempta- 
| tions, let him inſtantly recur to the Ordi- 
| mation Offices, and review the obligations 
| they fixed upon him. For the conſideration 
of thoſe promiſes, which we folemnly made 
at our entrance into Orders, 1s one of the 
= moſt effectual motives to keep us ſtedfaſt 
| to the duties of our function, and reſtrain 
us from running into wrong paths. 


| For proper directions in the miniſterial 
Office, I muſt refer to Archbiſhop HoxT's 
| moſt excellent Charge, delivered to the 
| Clergy of the Dioceſe of Tuom in the year 
f N | 


1742. 5 Pan 
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